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          The Northern Native Housing Development Corporation recently 
had a conference in our city. It would be wonderful if they embraced 
the ideas of passive and active solar heating when building future 
homes and centers. There are fewer issues with shadow 
overcrowding and house placement is easier to orient toward the 
sun. However, according to the National Research Council, the direct 
gain from passive solar heating is better if only south-facing windows 
are used and the home is south of the 50th parallel or in an area with 
a lot of bright sunshine, because short winter daylight hours and 
window glazing will be a heat loss. This is ideal for some remote and 
off-grid locations. I think that the idea fits in with the native 
philosophies and historical regard for the sun. 

     We can use the sun’s energy to help heat our homes and decrease 

greenhouse gas emissions by using less fossil fuel. Think renewable. 

Think solar. 














