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Environment North is celebrating its 44th 
anniversary in 2016. For persistent couples the gift 
suggestion is a bag of groceries - hopefully with a 
few chocolates.  

 It is a duration for any organization and 
remarkable for one with an “environmental” 
focus. A glance at the web site 
environmentnorth.ca reveals the main foci of this 
organization. “Forestry and Mining” and attempts 
at “Nuclear Waste” disposal were central topics in 
the 1970s, the earlier years of Environment North 
(EN). These issues involved “Community 
Resilience” because then and now, our region is 
vulnerable to the whims of a fragile economy, 
often in the form of boom and bust. The 
documentary "Who Pays the Bill?" examined 
mercury pollution in the region. Another highlight 
was bringing famous consumer advocate Ralph 
Nadar to Thunder Bay. 

“Climate Change”, as a major focus of the 
Environment North, dates from the early 21st 
century with a public awareness campaign 
beginning in 2006 and including public 
conferences about local food, improved building 
practices and science of climate change. 

Canada’s biggest challenge will be to reconcile the 
fossil fuel industry with national commitments to 

reduce emissions. The federal government has 
not revealed a plan that demonstrates how it is 
possible to expand fossil fuel industries and fossil 
fuel exports, the Alberta Tar Sands in particular, 
and achieve greenhouse gas reductions  

At this year’s AGM on May 11 we welcome Dr. 
Gordon Laxer. He is a political economist and 
professor emeritus from the University of Alberta. 
His latest book AFTER THE SANDS outlines a 
strategy for Canadian energy and ecological 
security. Canada should phase out oil and gas 
imports and exports and concentrate on domestic 
energy supply. Tar sands should be phased out, 
renewables expanded and deep conservation 
phased in. His plan could include a pipeline ….  

We hope you will be able to join us along with 
CUSP, Council of Canadians – Thunder Bay 
Chapter, Ontario Nature, the Environmental Film 
Network and Fossil-free Lakehead on May 11 for 
the Environment North AGM and Dr. Laxer’s 
presentation followed by a panel discussion that 
explores options. 

We cannot promise groceries for our 44th but 
maybe a few chocolates! 

                                                    Graham Saunders     
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Join us on May 11, 2016 

6:00 pm Annual General Meeting 
7:00 pm “After the Sands”  
at the Finlandia, 314 Bay Street  

 

Celebrating 44 years 

A Message from the President 
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In February 2015, board member Dr. Julee 
Boan, wrote an article, which was published 
in the Chronicle Journal, summarizing some 
of the results of the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry report regarding the 
State of the Woodland Caribou.  As the title 
of the article, Woodland caribou in decline, 
future uncertain, reflects the news was not 
good.  Virtually all populations in Ontario are 
in a state of decline. 

From the article,  

“Ultimately, the onus is on the Province to 
provide greater certainty for the provision of 
caribou habitat in areas licensed for forest 
management that overlap with caribou 
ranges.  The forest industry has been exempt 
from Ontario's Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) since its passage in 2007 and instead 
held to the provisions of the Crown Forest 
Sustainability Act (CFSA).” 

For more details on the report go to 
https://www.ontario.ca/document/state-
woodland-caribou-resource-report-part-3 

Ring of Fire 
Environment North received participant 
funding in 2012 in order to provide input on 
the Noront Eagle’s Nest Mine project in the 
Ring of Fire. Their Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) has not yet been posted on 
the Canadian Environment Assessment 
Registry. Their draft EIS and Terms of 
Reference are posted on the Noront website. 
http://norontresources.com/projects/permi
tting-technical-documents/ 

ONTARIO’S  WOODLAND CARIBOU 
CONSERVATION GOAL 

To maintain self-sustaining, genetically 
connected local populations  of woodland 
caribou (forest-dwelling boreal population) 
where they currently exist, improve security and 
connections among isolated mainland 
populations, and facilitate the return of caribou 
to strategic areas near their current extent of 
occurrence 

 

 

There are eight communities remaining in 
the nuclear waste storage site selection 
process: Ignace, Manitouwadge, White River, 
Hornepayne, Blind River/Elliott Lake and 
three in southern Ontario.   It is expected 
that a site will be selected in 2023. 

In February 2015 Environment North assisted 
Gordon Edwards, president of the Canadian 
Coalition for Nuclear Responsibility when he  
came to Northwestern Ontario. He spoke in 
Schreiber at the request of the local 
Community Liaison Committee.  He also met 
with the mayor of Thunder Bay Keith Hobbs. 
In this meeting Mayor Keith Hobbs  
reiterated his concern for putting nuclear 
waste disposal sites next to the Great Lakes. 

In March, subsequent to Dr. Edwards 
presentation in Schreiber, the nuclear waste 
management organization (NWMO) 

concluded their studies in the Schreiber area 
as they felt there was a reduced likelihood of 
finding a suitable geological site. 

At the Environmental Film Festival in May 
last year Environment North president 
Graham Saunders assisted in the discussion 
after the film Journey to the Safest Place on 
Earth. In this film we follow filmmaker Edgar 
Hagen and Swiss-British nuclear physicist 
Charles McCombie around the world looking 
for a “safe place” to store nuclear waste.   

A 2015 NWMO technical report calculates 
the expected radiation exposure for 
accidental drilling and bringing used fuel up 
to the surface about 400 years after site 
closure.  One is reminded of the film Into 
Eternity, which considers if or even how one 
should identify a hazardous nuclear waste 
storage site to future citizens. 

Forestry and Mining 

Gordon Edwards speaking in Schreiber at 
the Community Liaison Committee 
speaker series. 
 

The Coalition for Clean Green 
Saskatchewan has posted Dr. Edwards’ 
presentation on YouTube. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zsr

DIKKGVPs 

Nuclear Waste 
Environment North is opposed to nuclear 
energy primarily on account of the creation 
of nuclear waste and the financial cost. 

https://www.ontario.ca/document/state-woodland-caribou-resource-report-part-3
https://www.ontario.ca/document/state-woodland-caribou-resource-report-part-3
http://norontresources.com/projects/permitting-technical-documents/
http://norontresources.com/projects/permitting-technical-documents/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zsrDIKKGVPs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zsrDIKKGVPs
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     “FOSSIL FUEL NO LONGER SUPPLIES US 
WITH HOPE BECAUSE FOSSIL FUEL IS THE 
CAUSE OF THE CLIMATE CRISIS. ” 
Norwegian prime minister in the Norwegian 
fictional drama “Occupied” on NETFLIX. 

           

Directly Affected 
This film, by Zack Embree, Devyn Brugge and 
Raincoast.org, tells the story of people and places 
impacted by Kinder Morgan's Trans Mountain pipeline.   
A new extended cut version will include Energy East. 

FAST FACTS 
 

  

25% 
of Canada’s total greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in 
2013 were from the Oil and Gas Industry, or 179 
Megatonnes (Mt) out of a total of 726 Mt.  A bit less, 
23% was from Transportation.  

  

35% 
of the GHG emissions from the Oil and Gas Industry 
were from the Alberta Tar Sands (62 Mt). The sectors of 
Agriculture (75 Mt), Buildings (86Mt) and Electricity 
generation (85 Mt) each had similar levels. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

See Canada’s second biennial report on 
Climate Change 
https://www.ec.gc.ca/GES-
GHG/default.asp?lang=En&n=02D095CB-
1#BR-Sec2 

 

 

 

In the past couple of years Trans Canada 
Pipeline’s proposed Energy East pipeline has 
been the major focus of Environment North.   
Environment North believes that if 
constructed the pipeline would facilitate 
expansion of the Alberta Tar Sands. The 
greenhouse gas emissions resulting from 
expansion of the Tar Sands will not allow 
Canada to meet its global greenhouse gas 
(GHG) reduction commitments. In addition 
millions of barrels of oil transported east, 
whether by rail or pipeline, places a risk to 
the valuable clean water resources.  

Environment North participated in the 
Ontario Energy Board Public Energy East 
Consultation Process by both attending the 
public meeting at the Valhalla and 
submitting written Part II comments. 

Many of our activities related to Energy East 
are as part of “the Coalition”.  Members of 
this local coalition include Council of 
Canadians, Thunder Bay Chapter, CUSP 
(Citizens United for a Sustainable Planet), 
and Ontario Nature – Thunder Bay, the 
Environmental Film Network and Fossil – 
Free Lakehead. 

In June the Coalition organized a film night at 
the Mary JL Black Library of the film “Directly 
Affected”. The group has made a deputation 
before City Council of Thunder Bay asking 
that they not support the Energy East 
pipeline proposal.  Members of the coalition 
made presentations to the EarthCare 
Thunder Bay Energy and Water Working 
Groups and to Red Rock first Nations on the 
risks of Energy East.  

The coalition, led by CUSP, organized the 
Climate Walk in November which was 
attended by 200 citizens. It began at Hillcrest 
Park and ended at the Maple Tops Activity 
Centre where many attended the thought-
provoking film “This Changes Everything”.  
Our Chronicle Journal article “Take a Walk 
for a Change” publicized this event which 
was to show support for climate action by 
governments from local to those at the 
national level participating at the COP 
meeting in Paris.  

Environment North participated in the 
Ministry of the Environment and Climate 
Change Thunder Bay Stakeholder 
Roundtable Discussions held in February. 
The importance of carbon pricing and the 
merits of various-pricing schemes were 
discussed in Environment North’s Chronicle 
Journal article “Carbon pricing coming soon” 
as well as in comments to the Ministry of 
Environment and Climate Change regarding 
“Ontario’s Climate Change Discussion 
Paper”.  Ontario will be implementing a Cap 
and Trade 
pricing scheme 
in 2017.  A Cap 
and Trade 
system was not 
Environment 
North’s 
preferred 
pricing 
mechanism as 
it is typically 
more complex, 
has more 
potential for loopholes and takes longer to 
implement.  

Climate Change and Energy East 

 
Above:  Oil travelling east has to cross a meshwork of waterways.  
Below: Graham Saunders, president of Environment North and Paul 
Berger, lead organizer with CUSP at the November 29 Climate Walk. 
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It is at the community level that impacts of 
environmental problems are felt and often 
that concrete actions can be taken. Scott 
Harris’s article published in the Chronicle 
Journal on Grass-roots environmental activism 
- changing the course of history describes how 
citizen activists have brought about real 
change in the Northwest region. He touched 
upon the end to Atomic Energy of Canada’s 
plan to bury nuclear waste near Atikokan in 
the late 70’s, to ensuring Synfuel complete 
an Environmental Assessment (the company 
eventually abandoned their plan to build a 
power plant gasifying petroleum coke), and 
the successful effort to save the ELA, the 
Experimental Lakes Area (a one of a kind 
research facility near Vermillion Bay).  Now 
citizens can become involved in ensuring the 
construction of the Energy East pipeline does 
not commit Canada to decades of more fossil 
fuel production when it is necessary to meet 
global commitments to reduce GHG 
emissions.  Join one of the coalition 
organizations or write your city council or 
member of Parliament and let them know 
what you think is best for the future. 

Many communities have energy plans and 
climate adaptation plans to reduce 
community GHG emissions as well as ensure 
energy security and protect the community 
from the impacts of severe weather.  In the 
final seminar in the Environmental 
Knowledge learning and sharing seminars 
architect John Stephenson presented on 
Green Building. Green buildings can be a big 
part of the solution to climate change by 
using energy efficient design strategies. The 

Chronicle Journal article 
by Kerstin Muth titled 
Green Building The Why 
and the How  promoted 
this seminar and also 
discussed the ambitious 
green building plans for 
the city of Vancouver. 

In 2015 Environment North continued its 
involvement with EarthCare Thunder Bay 
with representation on the Energy Working 
Group - helping to promote wise use of 
energy and reduce community GHG 
emissions.  In Thunder Bay the average 
residential customer used about 2,700 cubic 
metres of natural gas in the year 2013 which 

corresponds to 5.2 metric 
tonnes of carbon dioxide.  The 
average residential customer 
uses about 7500 kwh in a year 
of electricity (20.6 kwh/day) 
producing 580 kilograms of 
carbon dioxide in one year. 

Environment North was also 
pleased to be a sponsor of the 
2015 Environmental Film 
Festival, an excellent 
opportunity to learn and to 
share ideas.  

 

 

Included with your 
Environment North 

membership: 
 

“Weather Whys” 
 

A regional weather, climate and 
environmental newsletter by 

Graham Saunders.  

Weather Whys is delivered at 
least every two weeks, right into 

your electronic mailbox. 

 

  

FROM ARCHITECTURE2030.ORG 

Getting to Zero 

Getting to carbon neutral for a new building or 
major renovation is a two-step process. 

The first step is design; to integrate sustainable 
and passive design strategies that are low-cost 
or no-cost. This can get you 70-80% of the way 
there. For example, how you orient the building, 
shade the glass, incorporate daylighting and 
passive heating and cooling strategies, and the 
materials and systems you specify. These 
approaches dramatically reduce the energy the 
building requires. 

The second step is to provide fossil-fuel-free 
energy; ideally from on-site renewables, or from 
accessing district or utility-scale renewable 
energy produced off-site. 

Community Resilience 
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20-14-2015 BOARD MEMBERS 

Graham Saunders (president) 

Karen Peterson (vice-president) 

Lea Matyuska (treasurer) 

Susan Grinstead (secretary) 

Julee Boan 

Scott Harris 

Lucy Laframboise 

Kirsten Annis 

Roopa Rakshit 

 

Dr. Karen Peterson returned to the Board 
in 2014-2015.  She had previously 
stepped down so that she could to 
provide professional comments on the 
Marathon Platinum Group Metals and 
Copper Mine Project. Environment North 
was an intervener for the Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Agency’s 
(CEAA) Joint Review and as such had 
access to funding to provide these 
comments. Dr. Peterson is a consultant 
in planning, development and impact 
assessment. 

 
We welcome new members! 

If you are interested in becoming a member 
please fill out the membership form available 
on our website. 

If you are interested in becoming a board 
member or have any other inquiries please 
contact us by email or connect with a board 
member. (environmentnorth@gmail.com) 

 

 
  

2015 Financial Report 
 

mailto:environmentnorth@gmail.com
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Environment North thanks all of the 
members and donors for their 
ongoing interest and support. Three 
big CHEERS to all of you! In particular 
we thank the anonymous donor who 
supported Environment North via the 
local United Way campaign. We also 
thank, again, the Chronicle Journal 
for publishing our monthly articles on 
environmental issues that impact our 
region. A big THANK YOU also to 
members of the “Coalition” for your 
ongoing efforts to promote a low-
carbon future. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

         

Acknowledgements 

ENVIRONMENT north’s specific  
      actions revolve around respect  
         and shared responsibility for:  
                  air, water and land  

    the essentials of all life. 

 
A regional non-government 

charitable organization focused 
on environmental sustainability 

 
 

Environment North 
P.O. Box 10307 

Thunder Bay, P7B 6T8 
 

environmentnorth@gmail.com 

 

environmentnorth.ca 


