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In 2013 it has been my privilege to wear the president’s toque again. 

Completing an annual report is an opportunity to reflect on the pre-
vious years activities. As I write this I recall that the guest speaker 
for the AGM last year could not get here because of a snowstorm 
and cancelled flights. This April nothing would surprise me less., but 
we are optimistic that the weather gods will look favourably upon Al 
Douglas’s arrival. Mr. Douglas is the director of the Ontario Centre 
for Climate Impacts and Adaptation Resources.  I first met Al at a 
conference about severe weather in 2010. Flying to the conference 
in Sudbury involved experiencing part of the severe storm that set 
records for the lowest atmospheric pressure recorded over and near 
Lake Superior. The storm and damaging winds arrived in Sudbury 
soon after I did - Weather ironies abound. 

Mr. Douglas will be speaking about “Managing for Climate Risks at 
the Municipal Level”. This AGM public presentation is the third in a 
series of six seminars that Environment North launched this year.  It 
was the inspiration of new board member Roopa Rakshit and it is 
her goal to provide more opportunities for public discussion and 
dialogue around environmental issues. Mayor Keith Hobbs will also 
be participating in this seminar. As mayor of Thunder Bay during the 
2012 flood and the current director of the Great Lakes and St. Law-
rence Cities Initiative he has a special interest in municipal climate 
adaptation strategies. (April 15, Waverley Library, see poster) 

The first seminar featured Rick Smith who finally made it town with-
out snowstorm interruptions. You will find more about our seminar 
series in the `Community Resiliency` section.  

 On behalf of the Board of Directors of Environment North, thank 
you for your ongoing support and hope to see you at our upcoming 
AGM on April 15th.  

                                                   Graham Saunders 

A Message from the President 
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sion whether to choose a shaft or a ramp in order to transport 
the fuel deep into the ground. The presenter outlines concerns 
of the Independent Technical Review Group (ITRG) regarding 
the NWMO’s current plan to choose a shaft rather than a ramp. 
A shaft would require repeated lowering by cables of numerous 
75 tonne canisters. A ramp, which allows the canisters to be 
transported by vehicle, appears to be a safer, although more 
costly, method. Both the Finnish and Swedish repositories 
(under construction) utilise a ramp design.  
Webinars: www.anymeeting.com/Northwatch 
2011 ITRG Report available on NWMO website: click here 
 
We have also been reviewing international research develop-
ments such as “transmutation and partitioning”. This process 
involves making the nuclear waste much less dangerous before 
disposal. To view Dr. Knebel’s (from the Karlsruhe Institute of 
Technology in Germany) presentation at a 2013 conference: 
click here 

 

The Nuclear Waste Management Organization (NWMO) is 
three years into the nuclear waste disposal site selection pro-
cess. Several communities in Northwestern Ontario have ex-
pressed interest in becoming a “host community”. Red Rock 
was not found to have suitable geology in an early screening 
assessment. Schreiber, Ignace and Hornepayne have com-
pleted a “detailed preliminary assessment” and may have 
areas suitable for a site. Ear Falls and Wawa were not likely to 
have appropriate areas. Nipigon is among the eleven remain-
ing communities in Ontario and Saskatchewan that have yet 
to complete this detailed preliminary assessment. 

Environment North has been in communication with North-
watch, a sister environmental organisation in Northeastern 
Ontario with a long history of concerns regarding nuclear 
energy and nuclear waste disposal. We have participated in 
some of the webinars that they have hosted. The webinars 
discuss various topics such as international updates and per-
spectives, alternative disposal concepts and nuclear waste 
repository design aspects. One webinar examines the deci-

bon fee and dividend because of its simplicity, revenue neutral-
ity and the clear market signal to encourage a green economy. 
Bruce Hyer, member of parliament for Thunder Bay Superior 
North made the case  for a carbon fee and dividend in Question 
Period. 

Environment North continues to have representation in the 
Earthcare Thunder Bay Energy Group. Earthcare working 
groups have been updating the community sustainability plan. 
Thunder Bay surpassed the 2017 goal of reducing GHG emis-
sions by 10% (from 2005) due to both the economic downturn 
and reduced emissions from electricity generation in Ontario 
(primarily due to closure of coal power plants).  
The new goal is to reduce emissions by 20% by 2020 from 2009 
levels with conservation, efficiency and increased renewables.  
 

Anthropogenic global greenhouse gas emissions continue to 
increase although the rate of increase declined slightly in 
2012 (global total in 2012 s 34.5 billion tons CO2). Canada`s 
greenhouse gas emissions decreased during 2007 to 2009 
but have increased again in recent years. 

One can easily feel despair at the various forces that need 
to change direction if humankind is to avoid dangerous cli-
mate change. But one can also feel inspired when working 
with organisations such as the Citizen’s Climate Lobby (CCL). 
Some Environment North members joined the CCL at their 
annual conference in Ottawa in December. The CCLers also 
met in small groups with 26 members of parliament. The 
goal of CCL is to create the political will for a livable world. 
The organization is growing and to find out more go to 
ccl.org. Their main strategy for achieving this goal is a car-
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Climate Change 

Nuclear Waste (an update) 

Frequently used Acronyms 

EN Environment North 

EFN Environmental Film Network 
 

ELA Experimental Lakes Area 

 

NWMO Nuclear Waste Manage-

ment Organization 

 

Environment North members join the Citizen`s 

Climate Lobby in Ottawa.  

Environment North members viewed the 

NWMO’s nuclear waste transportation contain-

ers on display in Thunder Bay. 

http://www.anymeeting.com/Northwatch
http://www.nwmo.ca/uploads_managed/MediaFiles/1889_itrg2011report-nwmoresponse_r0g.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/nuclear/forum/meetings/doc/2013_05_30/day2block1/mr_knebel_enef_2013.pdf


Community Resilience 

was well received by both students and teachers. This was 
reminiscent of EN bringing the film An Inconvenient Truth 
to 10 local high schools in 2006. 

We are very pleased to have launched the Environmental 
Knowledge Learning and Sharing Series. The first was a 
joint effort of Environment North, EcoSuperior and Science 
North in February 2014. Toxic chemical expert Rick Smith 
was joined by Karen Kerk-Courtney of Bare Organics and a 
representative of the Thunder Bay District Health Unit.  

Monthly articles were published in the Chronicle-Journal. 
These help to provide awareness of environmental issues 
in our region. Topics included the Experimental Lakes Area, 
the Local Food Act, Environmental Knowledge Sharing, 
Chemical Toxins in household products and an environ-
mental review of the Ring of Fire.  Chasing Ice , a film about the world’s  

many vanishing glaciers,  

was shown to public school students. 

Environment North participated in the first Mother Earth Day 
Festival. It was a day of interaction between members of the pub-
lic and members of various groups promoting sustainable ways of 
living and included entertainment and great food. 

Graham Saunders was one of three finalists in the 2013 national 
Hometown Hero contest. Regional environmental awareness is a 
key component of Graham’s efforts: whether questioning the 
technical aspects of plans to bury nuclear waste in Atikokan in the 
late 1970s, helping to ensure an Environmental Assessment was 
required for the Synfuel proposal, or discussing regional climatic 
changes. 

Our connection with the Environmental Film Network continues. 
In 2013 the film Chasing Ice was shown to 1,000 students in ele-
mentary and secondary schools. The entire student body of L’É-
cole La Vérendrye walked to the Paramount for the viewing. It 

“Because we don’t think 

about future generations   

they will never forget us.”  

Henrik Tikkanen, 

Finnish author 

Copper Mine project. Environment North submitted further 
comments regarding Stillwater Canada Inc.’s response to the 
Information Requests submitted during the Public Review Period 
in 2012. In December 2013, the Panel announced there was 
sufficient information to proceed to a hearing. However, in their 
2013 Annual Report, Stillwater noted that the Marathon project, 
as designed, was no longer feasible. Prior studies of the grade of 
palladium were overstated and the property value had been 
reduced by 75%. In January 2014, EN and three other interven-
ers jointly submitted a letter to CEAA requesting postponement 
of the public hearings. The hearings were postponed and the 
Panel is requiring Stillwater to provide status reports. EN is mon-
itoring the public registry for updates. For details on EN submis-
sions go to www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca or the EN web-site (ISSUES: 
Forestry and Mining). 

NorOnt Eagle’s Nest Project  

Environment North received participant funding in 2012 and will 
comment on NorOnt's Environmental Impact Statement re the 
Eagle’s Nest Project in the Ring of Fire when completed.  

FORESTRY 

The Forest and Freshwater Food Project, a collaboration 
between Environment North, Ontario Nature and the True 
North Community Co-op, is now completed.  Some of the 
key outcomes from the project were: 1) the completion of a 
forest food values survey across northern Ontario - over 500 
people from Red Lake to Moose Factory to North Bay filled 
out the survey. 2) the completion of the report "Beyond the 
Fields: the Value of Forest and Freshwater Foods in North-
ern Ontario", and 3) the inclusion of "forest and freshwater 
foods" in the definition of local foods in Ontario's new Local 
Food Act. 

 

MINING 

Marathon Platinum Group Metals and Copper Mine Project 

Environment North (EN) continued as intervener for the 
Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency’s (CEAA) Joint 
Review Panel for the Marathon Platinum Group Metals and 

Forestry and Mining 

Maples 
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Experimental Lakes Area 

In 2012 the federal government announced plans to close the 
Experimental Lakes Area (ELA), a research station near Kenora. 
Since 1968, vital research at the ELA has contributed to finding 
solutions to environmental problems and guiding government 
policy. Experiments are conducted on complete freshwater eco-
systems, the only such facility in the world.  
   Environment North activities helped in a huge effort to save 
the ELA with Chronicle Journal articles, various letters, website 
information and a presentation together with the ELA support 
group to the Ontario Standing Committee on Finance and Eco-
nomic Affairs. The federal government attempt to eliminate the 
ELA was viewed with disbelief and suspicion. We are pleased 
that the International Institute for Sustainable Development 
based in Winnipeg has taken over the ELA. At the 2013 AGM in 
June Environment North members celebrated the survival of the 
ELA. 

EcoSuperior Education Program 
EcoSuperior received funding via Environment North from Fresh-
water Future to assist in their school education program. The 
funds will help to purchase a Helios Clean Energy Trainer—a micro 
renewable energy grid. These assist in giving students a hands on 
experience in learning about renewable energy and the electricity 
grid. 
 
Blue Community  
Environment North supported the Council of Canadians Thunder 
Bay Chapter in seeking political and public support for Thunder 
Bay becoming a Blue Community. We signed a letter of support 
urging the Mayor and City Councillors to adopt three resolutions 
that: recognize access to safe, clean water as a human right; pro-
mote publicly financed and owned water services; and ban (phase 
out) bottled water in municipal facilities and at municipal events. 
 

Julee Boan 

Sue Grinstead (secretary) 

Scott Harris (vice-president) 

Lucy Laframboise 

Lea Matyuska (treasurer) 

Kirsten Odber 

Roopa Rakshit 

Graham Saunders (president)               

New to the Board in 2013 were Kirsten Odber and Roopa Rakshit.   

Kirsten Odber attended Lakehead University where she attained an HBA in Political Science, 

a Certificate of Indigenous Studies and a Masters of Environmental Studies in Northern 

Environments and Culture. Kirsten is currently completing an Environment Officer internship 

with the Environmental Services Group of Matawa First Nations Management. She is gain-

ing valuable knowledge about the mining sector, project management and environmental 

legislation.  

Roopa Rakshit has given Environment North a greater international perspective. She has 

worked extensively with the United Nations and she has been a key organizer of Climate 

Adaptation initiatives in Asia. Since coming to Northern Ontario she has become involved 

with many organizations including the Trillium Foundation, Environment North, LU Commu-

nity Radio and the Superior North Hospital Auxiliaries Association of Ontario. She has a Mas-

ters degree in Natural Resources and Conservation. 

If you are interested in becoming involved please contact us by email or connect with a 

board member. (environmentnorth@gmail.com)   

 

2012-2013 Board of Directors 

Now included with 

your membership:  

“Weather Whys”  
by Graham Saunders  

Delivered every two 

weeks, right into your 

electronic mailbox. 

Environment North 2012 AGM and  

Celebration of the continuation of the  

Experimental Lakes Area 

From the left: Graham Saunders, Bruce 

Hyer, Susan Grinstead, Kerstin Muth, Lucie 

LaFramboise and Charlene Rogers 

  

More Highlights of 2013 
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2012 Financial Report 

Assets  Liabilities  

Bay Credit  

Union PCA 

$8,599.54 Lake Superior 

Initiative 

$1,392.11 

Bay Credit  

Union term 

10,442.46 Climate  

Initiative 

440.46 

Profit Sharing  

Account 

66.10 Food  

Initiative 

186.60 

  Web Page 447.51 

  Chasing Ice 1,713.50 

  Enduring  14.927.92 

Total s $19,108.10  $19,108.10 

 December 

2013 

December 

2012 

Receipts   

Memberships $350.00 $590.00 

Donations:  Individual 950.00 1009.08 

                        Corporate 2026.05 926.73 

Grants and Project Funding 17,007.90 19,800.00 

Project Fundraising  404.00 

Other 128.09 169.39 

Total Reciepts $20,462.04 $22,899.20 

   

Expenditures   

Charitable Programs and Donations $22,886.81 $14,849.08 

Meetings and communication 1,767.67 1,858.42 

Fundraising, conferences 0 0 

Salary and Benefits 0 0 

Membership Fees Paid 0 0 

Honorariums 0 0 

Professional Fees 0 0 

Banking Fees 14.50 15.50 

Other 0 0 

Total  Expenditures $24,668.98 $16,723.00 

2013 Financial Report 
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Snowshoes were very handy this year! 

environmentnorth.ca 

Environment North strives  to  improve  and  protect  the  

environmental sustainability and socio-economic well-being 

of Northwestern Ontario through: 

   Leadership 

   Research 

   Partnerships 

   Education 

   Community advocacy   

          and capacity- building 
 

Environment North’s  specific 

actions revolve around respect  

and shared responsibility for  

         air, water and land,   

 the essentials of all life.  
 

 

 

Post Office Box 10307 

Thunder Bay, ON P7B 6T8  

Canada 

 

E-mail: environmentnorth@gmail.com 

A regional non-government  

charitable organization focused  

on environmental sustainability 
 
   

Environment North is supported by a 

 grant from the Trillium Foundation 

Environment North thanks all of the members and donors for their ongoing interest and 

support. A big HURRAH  to all of you.  A big THANK YOU also to the Bay Credit Union, 

Thunder Bay Chronicle Journal , EcoSuperior, Science North, Freshwater Future and the 

Trillium Foundation. 
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