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A Message from the President

Last year Environment North celebrated its
50th anniversary. When looking back over the
last five decades we found an overarching
theme or issue emerged for each decade. It is
too soon to assign a theme so early in our sixth
decade but "perseverance" could be a
candidate. Environment North was a part of the
opposition to test-drilling for a potential
nuclear waste disposal site near Atikokan in the
late 70s. The waste issue would surface now
and then, however, when the Nuclear Waste
Management Organization (NWMO) began
their site selection process, nuclear waste
disposal once again became top of mind. Dodie
LeGassick (Board member of Environment
North) began her public awareness campaign
soon after. In 2020, Environment North joined
with Northwatch and many others to create the
alliance We The Nuclear Free North (WTNFN).
The efforts of WTNFN members Dodie
LeGassick, Brennain Lloyd (Northwatch), social
media expert Wendy O'Connor and numerous
others have been instrumental in creating
awareness and rallying support from across the
region and beyond. They have been
crisscrossing Northwestern Ontario making
presentations to councils and setting up
information tables. Postcard and petition
campaigns continue to be hugely encouraging.
We try to employ all forms of media. The Peter
Lang and Kerrie Atkinson family was joined by
Wendy O’Connor and myself in performing and
publishing the anti nuke-waste music video
"Ask the People How They Feel".

Progress and Perseverance
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Much of this work could not have occurred
without financial support. Environment North
received funding from Lush and Freshwater
Futures as well as many individual donations.
This has been instrumental in raising awareness
of the risks associated with the transport and
burial of nuclear waste, and countering the 10s
of millions invested by the NWMO in pro Deep
Geological Repository enticements.

We are very pleased to welcome back Dr.
Gordon Edwards, our 2023 Annual General
Meeting (AGM) guest speaker. Dr. Gordon
Edwards, is no stranger to perseverance. He has
been writing, consulting and speaking on
nuclear issues since the 1970s.

Please read on for details on the AGM and
nuclear waste opposition and also our efforts to
protect caribou, report on the climate and
more. It’s been a busy year, but we are stronger
than ever, and feel our involvement in many
areas of environmental justice is bearing fruit.

Our 50th Anniversary AGM closed with a
presentation by Maude Barlow. She included
some of the themes of her recent book "Still
Hopeful - Lessons from a Lifetime of Activism."
Her message was inspiring.

We look forward to signs that will inspire even
more hope such as declining greenhouse gas
emissions and thriving woodland caribou.

Please join us at the AGM and meet the
dedicated team!

Seott Haris
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=28BjBP6Jdbo
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Join

DR. GORDON EDWARDS

CANADIAN COALITION FOR NUCLEAR RESPONSIBILITY

n Thunder Bay, the final stop of his northem tou

Dr..Gordon Edwards is a retired professor of
mathematics and science and serves as an expert
advisor on nuclear issues. One of his many strengths is
his ability to communicate with community members
on the re

www.WetheNuclearFreeNorth.ca

Visit the web site or call 1 855 225 8055 (toll free) for more information.
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Nuclear Waste

This year the focus was on the
transportation of nuclear waste primarily
from southern Ontario to northern
Ontario with protection of Lake Superior
top of mind.

Several thousand postcards highlighting
the risks associated with the
transportation of high-level nuclear
waste were mailed out to communities
east of Upsala and along the north shore
of Lake Superior.
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For details visit

“Nuclear Waste Oppostion”

AGM

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

EARTH DAY
Saturday X
April 22, 2023

Castlegreen Hall
213 Castlegreen Drive
Thunder Bay

Come early for the

Business Meeting at 3:30 pm

Or come later for the

¥ ¥ Public Presentation at 4:30 pm

RADIOACTIVE WASTES
The Questions Multiply

Free!
No Registration required!
Everyone welcome!

www.environmentnorth.ca

On September 12, 2022, Environment
North board member and Nuclear Waste
lead Dodie LeGassick made a deputation
to Thunder Bay City Council regarding
concerns with the Nuclear Waste
Management’s Organization to transport
all of Canada’s high-level nuclear fuel
waste to Northwestern Ontario. A
recording is available HERE. She asked
that Thunder Bay City Council request
the Province of Ontario Legislature to
adopt the Proximity Principle which
states that waste be managed as close as
possible to the point of generation as
technically feasible.

Dr. Gordon Edwards is back!
And he is touring Northwestern Ontario
with his final stop in Thunder Bay.

Dr. Edwards is president of the Canadian
Coalition of Nuclear Responsibility, a not-
for-profit organization, dedicated to
education and research on all issues
related to nuclear energy.

Dr. Edwards is no stranger to northern
Ontario. He was involved in the late 70s
and 80s when Atikokan was a potential
radioactive waste disposal site and has
been back several times including as a
guest speaker at Environment North’s
2010 and 2021 AGMs.

It is an important time to ask questions!
Canada’s Nuclear Waste
Management Organization is
planning to select
a disposal site in 2024!

Dodie also updated the record of traffic
accidents along Ontario highways.

A number of new videos were posted on
the WTNEN YouTube channel including
interviews from concerned citizens in
northwestern Ontario Thank you to
Beverly Bannon, Paul Filteau, Pauline
Hyatt, Peter Lang and Wendy O’Connor!

Additional funding to support our nuclear
waste awareness campaign was provided
from both Lush and Freshwater Futures.

See the Community resiliency section to
find out about law student Andrew
Maddon’s nuclear waste research project.

ENVIRONMENT NORTH TOGETHER WITH THE

WE THE NUCLEAR FREE NORTH ALLIANCE

e Almost 12,000 signatures so far on the Change.org petition
o Nuke Puck” Release into watersheds — Spring 2022. Two hundred and eighty
pucks were released — none reported found so far but the contest continues.

For more info click here

e Thousands of Transportation Risk postcards distributed

e Participated in numerous community events

e  Brennain Lloyd of WTNFN participated in the Dryden nuclear forum in
September 2022 as an expert panel member.

e  Sept 12 — Deputation to Thunder Bay City Council

e  Started the Proximity Principle petition

e NEW VIDEO posted in November: Rodney Brown “Freight Train Derailed -
2022” — an updated version of his song from 1970s.
e Environment North is still distributing signs, bumper stickers and T-shirts


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xR2jaIch71s
https://www.youtube.com/@nuclearfreenorth
https://www.change.org/p/stop-the-disposal-of-nuclear-waste-in-northwestern-ontario
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Forestry

Wabadowgong Noopming
Forest, Roads and CLUPA 2616

BACKGROUND: The Crown Land Use
Policy Atlas (CLUPA) was developed in
1990s and emerged from the Lands for
Life process and other initiatives.
Environment North was involved in this
process. CLUPA 2616 is an area located
between Wabakimi Provincial Park and
Lake Nipigon and provides critical habitat
for caribou. The directions for land use in
CLUPA 2616 state that forestry may
occur but must defer to remote tourism,
wildlife protection, and fisheries
management.

Board member Bruce Hyer is on the
Local Citizen’s Committee for the
Wabadowgong Noopming Forest as a
representative for Environment North
and has attempted to prevent road
development that would be detrimental
to caribou and tourism.

“At a minimum the proposed
roads in CLUPA 2616 must be
restricted to only temporary
winter roads without gravel, and
winter harvesting only!”

Bruce Hyer

Support sustainable forestry and
adherence of the Wabadowgong
Noopming Forest Management
Plan to CLUPA 2616 which
prioritizes commercial recreation
and protection of caribou over

industry interests.

For details visit

Black Bay Peninsula

Environment North supported the effort
by Ontario Nature to increase protection
on the Black Bay Peninsula and to
prevent permanent road development.

WABAKIMI PROVINCIAL PARK

wravani
Provincial
Park

Collins

Brightsand
River;
Provincial
Park
KopkaRiver
Proyincial
Park
Google
CLUPA 2616 area

Mining

The Marathon Palladium

Mining Project gains Approval
“In accordance with
the Canadian Environmental
Assessment Act, 2012, paragraph
52(4)(a) of the Governor in
Council decided that the
significant adverse
environmental effects that the
Designated Project is likely to
cause are justified in the

circumstances.”
IAAC

On November 22, 2022 the Marathon
Palladium Mining project, located about
10 km from Marathon, was approved
following an environmental assessment
by a Joint Review Panel (JRP).
Environment North submitted written
comments in 2021 and presented in
person at the public hearing in 2022
(copies available HERE). Environment
North was represented by Kerrie Blaise
and Dr. Karen Peterson. Legal counsel,
Kerrie Blaise of the Canadian
Environmental Law Association had
prepared the climate impacts and Dr.
Karen Peterson, who stepped down from
the board of Environment North to
participate in the review of this project,
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presented the socio-economic impacts.
Primarily they point out insufficient
information on key points in the mining
company’s environmental impact
assessment.

The recent Marathon Project’s approval

is subject to 269 legally binding
conditions. These include a greenhouse
gas management plan to reduce the
project-related greenhouse gas
emissions during each phase of the
project and extensive consultation with
Indigenous people in the area regarding
potential health and soci0-economic
impacts and mitigation of these impacts.

Environment North has concerns about
increased mining development,
especially near Lake Superior. See the
Community Resilience section for
research by Probono student Katherine
Orfali.



http://www.environmentnorth.ca/issues/content/articles/article/forests-for-tomorrow
https://ontarionature.org/protecting-ontarios-remaining-roadless-areas-black-bay-peninsula-blog/
https://ontarionature.org/protecting-ontarios-remaining-roadless-areas-black-bay-peninsula-blog/
http://www.environmentnorth.ca/issues/content/articles/article/marathon-palladium-project
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/145680?culture=en-CA
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Community
Resilience

CELEBRATION of 50 years!
Community spirit is no doubt enhanced
by celebrating important milestones. In
2022 Environment North celebrated 50
years and the two speakers at our AGM
captured the spirit of our celebration
perfectly. Kerrie Blaise spoke about
environmental justice and how it relates
to nuclear waste disposal.

The principles of environmental justice
are aligned with Environment North’s
mission statement which includes that
Environment North's specific actions and

Join Environment North on Earth Day, April 22
For our virtual 2022 AGM and Public Presentation

Celebrating 50 years

““of . Environmental .
Awareness;- Advocacy and Action
\\
-114,

Kerrie Blaise

Environmental Justice
Environmental justice and Indigenous rights lawyer,
Kerrie is currently with the Canadian Environmental
Law Association. She has expertise in energy, natural
resource and international trade law.
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Maude Barlow
Still Hopeful

Maude Barlow is a Canadian author and activist,
whose latest book is Still Hopeful, Lessons From a
Lifetime of Activism.

o

6:15pm Business Meeting

Northern Waterways
Groundwater, lakes, rivers, wetlands
and Lake Superior atrisk of
contamination from nuclear waste.

In 1972, Environment North evolved
from a small group of citizens known
as “People to Clean Up Lake Superior”,
who were concerned over toxins such
as asbestos and mercury being
released into Lake Superior.

Today we are concerned aboutthe
proposal to transport radioactive
nuclear waste through Thunder Bay
and to bury the waste near Revell
Lake in thousands of containers -
containers that may not last. Revell
Lake is located between Ignace and

activities revolve around respect and
shared responsibility for air, water and
land, the essentials of all life.

vironment North @ 50 years!

The party is at Roots to Harvest (450 FORT WILLIAM RD.) on September 10,.4:00 PM.

Start times

For more details visit www.environmentnorth.ca

7:00 pm PublicPresentation
Toreceive the meetinglink sendusan email environmentnorth@gmail.com

Dryden.

W

RSVP by September 6 to Susan Grinstead  phone 807-632-6738 email susanogﬂnstoadggmdleom

Please bring a chair...additional details at environmentnorth.ca

IPDATEMMIMELEAR WASTEM.IM.”*
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Maude Barlow’s words instilled hope, as
she relayed some of the messages from
her latest book, Still Hopeful, Lessons From
a Lifetime of Activism. Her message
connected quite profoundly with many
viewers. The 50" anniversary party in the
summer was an opportunity to connect
with many Environment North members.
Reflecting on past successes and having
the support of an environmental
community encourages us all to continue
advocating for a sustainable world.

Ontario Headwater Institute Campaign

Environment North endorsed the Ontario
Headwaters Institute recommendations to
the Ontario government for a strategic
vision for watershed management.

Lakehead University Law Students
Research Regional Environmental Issues

Environment North participated in the Pro
Bono law student program for the fourth
year! Andrew Paddon examined if
environmental justice is reflected in
Canada’s Nuclear Fuel Waste Act and the
Nuclear Safety and Control Act. Katherine
Orfali is exploring the Rio Tinto proposal
for a copper and nickel mine in the
municipality of Neebing, located along the
Pine River a few kilometers from Lake
Superior. Environment North members
may request a report of their research.
Just send us an email if interested.



Ice Cover: Lake Superior 1973-2021

Climate Change

Weather Whys, by Board Member
Graham Saunders, provided almost
weekly reports on the weather, climate
and climate policy for the region and
beyond. In terms of climate change
there was a focus on “Climate Normals”,
severe weather complexities and
government policy.

7% per decade

”Climate Normals” are typically 30-year
averages for a particular climate
variable. From Weather Whys,
“We are now in the third decade of
the 21st century and it is baffling that
Canada does not have current climate 1978 1983 1988 1993 1998 2003 2008 2013
normals (1991-2020) ... Updating Year
climate normals and extremes would
illustrate and confirm the extent of
climatic change.”

herwhys al dth Governments around the world are gasoline pump sticker campaign,
Weatl er."'_/ ys ? S0 nc;lte tl' € challenged to mitigate greenhouse gas e eliminated the office of the
c_omp exntle;.oh wea'F elr/c |matle. | emissions and adapt to climate change. Environmental Commissioner of
dlsas;ers which can :nc Iude "_w tip ed While some have risen to the challenge, Ontario,
:Neat er e\./ents, mu:p € reglolns: anh a look back at the response of the e reduced funding for forest fire
’%ng-tzrm m:pfacts. f.n exan:jp e Is_t e current progressive conservative fighting and flood management for
eat' or’ne 4 .orest Ires a.m. persistent government of Ontario shows that it has conservation authorities.
flooding in British Columbia in 2021. been inadequate and often counter-
Thheret we;e; the \t/arlouls |m|pac:cjs|of smoke productive. Since coming to power in Board members attended the virtual
gs :r an) t:ng- ern;,' c;ca and fong- 2016, they have: presentation entitled “Lessons Learned
1S ancE ’ ; € |;n:1e Iah? ;onlsequen;:tesd e cancelled energy conservation from Canada’s Record on Climate
§eve3|re dea anatire, WI Ic ab.lsotresu € programs, green vehicle rebates, Change”. The Commissioner of the
ina lan dscapie n;lore V:tzsra € ot' electric vehicle charging stations, a Environment and Sustainable
o;/fer:nd wa.der tow. d € same time program to plant 50 million trees Development Jerry Demarco stated,
amecte r|e5| ents a.n emtirfsmgOVID and Ontario’s participation in a cap- “Canada was once a leader in the fight
rl)grson(r;e vyere coping wi € ) and-trade market and, against climate change. However, after
pandemic. e fought the federal carbon pricing a series of missed opportunities, it has
mechanism in court and with a become the worst performer of all

Group of 7 nations since the landmark
Paris Agreement on climate change
was adopted in 2015 ... We can’t
continue to go from failure to failure;
we need action and results, not just
more targets and plans.”

Environment North signed on to the new
Ontario Climate Emergency Campaign
and members took part in the Friday for
the Future events.

In 2022, Graham Saunders examined the
changes in climate variables of Lake
Superior such as ice cover, illustrated in
the graph above. Stay tuned for more
climate news on Lake Superior soon.
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2022-2023 BOARD MEMBERS

Scott Harris (president)

Graham Saunders (vice-president)
Lea Matyuska (treasurer)

Susan Grinstead (secretary)

Receipts 2022 2021 2020 Jim Bishop
Donations and Memberships Julee Boan
Individual  $5716.73 $7,751.21 $1,331.00 Luke Giroux
Canada Helps  4,707.51 1,668.85 Bruce Hyer
Corporate  15,531.50 338.00 373.57 Dodie LeGassick
Grants 6,352.24 25,643.36 0
Project Fundraising 1,166.62  1,724.20 868.60 We welcome new members!
Other (interest) 45.65 242.08 247.23 . Qr maybe its time to renew?
Total Receipts $33,520.25 $37,367.70 $2,820.40 Vistt
For members: Weather Whys, a regional
weather, climate and environmental newsletter

Expenditures 2022 2021 2020 by board member, Graham Saunders is delivered
Charitable programs $18,930.86 $25,895.06 $2,275.78 right into your electronic mailboxI
Meeting & Communication 0 29.76 45.48
Fundraising, Conferences 0 200.01 0 N
Salary & Benefits 0 0 0 6= /
Membership Fees Paid 131.27 0 0 /
Honorariums 375.00 0 0
Professional Fees 1,026.00 0 0
Banking Fees 146.76 53.50 46.74
Other disbursements 0 0 0

Total Disbursements $20,609.89 $26,178.33 $2,368.00

Online payments are possible!

Assets Commitments Considering a Donation?

Bay Credit Union $27,414.19 Climate Change $440.46 Visit our
General Lake Superior 392.11
Bay Credit Union 10,040.00 Food 186.60

Term Nuclear Waste Initiatives:

Bay Credit Union Lush 15,000.00
Profit Sharing 78.97 Fresh Water Future 2,562.47
CLL TS Signage 4,730.00
Sales and Donations 1,626.62
Enduring Property 12,594.90
Total $37,533.16 Total $37,533.16



http://www.environmentnorth.ca/become-a-member
http://www.environmentnorth.ca/issues/content/articles/article/donations-to-environment-north
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On Our Radar

We occasionally receive alerts or
questions from members of the public.

Among the various topics were a
potential data-mining centre on Mission
Island and the development of an
acquaculture enterprise on the north
shore of Lake Superior. We keep these
developments on our radar and respond
as our capacity allows or circumstances
require.

We appreciate the input!
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A regional non-government, charitable organization
focused on environmental sustainability.

ENVIRONMENT north Environment North

P.O. Box 10307
Thunder Bay ON P7B

www.environmentnorth.ca
environmentnorth@gmail.co



https://www.lush.ca/en/stories/article_we-believe-statement.html
https://freshwaterfuture.org/
https://www.probonostudents.ca/
https://cela.ca/
http://www.environmentnorth.ca/

